Heretaunga College:    Drama Teacher

The incumbant teacher is moving on after 9 years with the school.  We are looking to appoint a person with energy, passion & skill to teach this subject.  Ideally we would have two people who could support each other and share the load.  The number of senior classes has reduced in recent years so at present there is not a full teaching load for one teacher let alone two.  However in the past Drama has been strong and we are sure with the right people it will recover quickly.  It is important that the Drama teacher(s) are willing to teach another subject, most likely Social Studies or English. 
Heretaunga College is a state, co-educational school with a decile rating of 6.  Its roll for 2012 is projected to be 685 students.  The school is situated 5 minutes from the centre of Upper Hutt which is 30 mins by car from the centre of Wellington.  It is a multicultural school with 20% of the students Maori and there is a very small number of Pacific Island and Asian students.  The roll has shown small growth in the last few years but is now undergoing a decline for two years before stabilising or rising again. 

The school is following strategic initiatives leading to significant school-wide improvement.    The school received very good ERO reviews in 2005 and 2008 and theses point to a significant improvement in the performance of the school.  NCEA results are generally tracking upwards and suspension statistics have shown a huge decline There is no doubt that the school is a much nicer environment in which to work.

Reform has focussed on improving the behaviour of students and on lifting student achievement.  We introduced a school-wide behavioural support project known as the Taunga Project designed at improving student behaviour in the school and have developed over the last few years a new model for student leadership.  

The school has also begun a $13 million development which will see a large part of the school modernised during 2011 and 2012. The first part of this project is complete with new Science, Compuring and Art rooms. A commercial catering kitchen has also being built. The second part will be complete by the beginning of school 2012 and will include 15 new general classrooms.

The school is looking to employ passionate, motivated teachers with an understanding of and ability to differentiate their lessons.  Teachers need to be focused on increasing engagement of all their students through the use of a variety of teaching strategies.  The ability to develop stimulating learning environments and to foster strong working relationships with students is essential.  We have developed a document called Best Teaching Practices @ Heretaunga College which is attached.  This document is what teaches at Heretaunga College commit to and underpins most of our professional development.
Heretaunga College has a ten day timetable.  There are five, one-hour spells in a day.  This allows the school to offer a wide option base for its junior students.

The position advertised is for a full-time, permanent teacher. The teaching programme is likely to be 40 contact spells (out of 50) with the remainder set aside for management etc. 

There is an expectation of extra-curricular involvement in the performing arts. 
